Main changes
This document describes the main changes that were implemented in the 4th edition of the New Zealand Soil Classification (2026) in comparison to the 3rd edition of 2010. 

Extended introduction: 
New text on the evolution of soils in NZ, correlation with other classification systems and clarifying the context of the NZSC within the context of soil series – soilform – families – siblings
Minor modifications and clarifications to all sections of the introduction

New and modified diagnostic horizons/criteria:
New: Anthropic soil material, Eluvial horizon, Saline soil material, Sulfidic soil material, Sulfuric soil material, Childs’ test, Low-chroma colours
Some changes to Allophanic soil material, Oxidic horizon, Reactive-aluminium test, Tephric soil material
Removal of Crumb structure in accordance with the new version of the Soil Description Handbook (in preparation)
Removal of the option of  ‘within 15 cm of the base of the A horizon’ as a criterium in Mottled Profile Form and Gley Profile Form (i.e., only the ‘30 cm from the mineral soil surface’ criterium remains)

Modifications to the order key:
One additional note at the start of key addressing Anthropic Soils
Ultic Soils: soils with podzolic-B horizons are now explicitly excluded from this order 
Allophanic Soils: less restrictive thickness requirement when occurring over rock
Melanic Soils: accommodation of lower pH-soils from mafic parent materials, now explicitly linked to mafic, ultramafic and calcareous parent materials
Anthropic Soils: extended criteria, accommodation of the new diagnostic criteria ‘Anthropic soil material’
Minor modifications to Oxidic Soils, Brown Soils

[bookmark: _Toc182384772]Allophanic Soils – Modifications:
Updated preamble (terminology, occurrence, accessory properties)

Anthropic Soils – Modifications:
Major updates to preamble 
New groups and subgroups, modification of previously existing groups and subgroups

Brown Soils – Modifications:
Added/removed subgroups within the groups of Oxidic, Mafic, Acid, Firm, Orthic Brown Soils

Gley Soils – Modifications:
New subgroups - Sulfidic and Sulfuric taxa

Granular Soils – Modifications:
Minor updates in preamble

Melanic Soils – Modifications:
Some updates in preamble to accommodate lower-pH soils that are now included in this order
New subgroups in the Mafic group to accommodate lower-pH soils from mafic parent material

Organic Soils – Modifications:
Minor updates in preamble

Oxidic Soils – Modifications:
Updated preamble (terminology, occurrence, accessory properties)
New and modified existing subgroups in Nodular and Orthic groups
Pallic Soils – Modifications:
Minor changes to the key

Podzol Soils – Modifications:
Revised name of order 
Updated preamble (terminology, occurrence, accessory properties)
New subgroups (Argillic-, Ultic-) to accommodate podzolised soils that are more weathered, particularly from Northland

Pumice Soils – Modifications:
Updated preamble (terminology, occurrence, accessory properties) 
Updates to the key to be more precise, and the term ‘welded’ was removed and replaced
New subgroup to accommodate soils from scoriaceous tephra

Raw Soils – Modifications:
Few new groups (Hydric, Cryic) and subgroups (Sulfuric, Sulfidic)

Recent Soils – Modifications:
New subgroups (Sulfuric, Sulfidic, Scoriaceous, Scoriaceous-pumiceous)
New subgroups within the Rocky group

Semiarid Soils – Modifications:
Slight change to preamble such that location is now less restrictive

Ultic Soils – Modifications:
Updated preamble (terminology, occurrence, accessory properties) 
Minor change of thickness requirement for Buried-granular Yellow Ultic Soils
Minor changes to key
Appendix – Extended:
New Cryic Soils order: specific diagnostic criteria, preamble, key and taxa
Updated summary table of letters

References - updated:
Updated and extended references with doi links to documents where possible, digital copies were made available for almost all Soil Bureau/DSIR/Landcare Research publications.
